
Meet the SENCo
SEND at Thomas Fairchild Community School



Session Aims
● Definitions 

● Areas of Need

● Identification of SEND

● Processes 



SEND
Special Educational Needs and Disability 

whereby the needs of an individual require 
an “educational or training provision that is 
additional to, or different from, that made 

generally for others of the same age.” 

s.21(1) CAFA 2014

Definitions

SENCo
Special Educational Needs coordinator 

supporting in the identification and design 
of the provision for pupils with SEND 

including referrals to external 
professionals. 



Our school values the contribution that every child can 
make and welcome the diversity of culture, religion 
and learning styles. We are committed to offering an 
inclusive curriculum to ensure the best possible 
progress for all of our pupils whatever their needs and 
abilities. The schools seek to raise achievement by 
removing barriers to learning and increasing physical 
and curricular access for all. All children with SEND are 
valued, respected and equal members of the school.
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Model



Whole School approach: 
Quality First Teaching

● Ordinarily available provision 
○ Visuals 

● Universal vocabulary approach :
○ Frayer model 
○ Word Aware for pre teaching of tier 2 and 3 

vocabulary 
●

● Scaffolding 
○ Steps to Success 
○ Stacks
○ Colourful Semantics/Shape coding 

● Adaptations to develop Executive Functions 



Additionally, children will fall into 1 of 2 categories: EHCP 
or SEN Support:

● SEN Support is a category for a child where there is 
a clearly defined barrier to learning (not just they are 
behind academically). This barrier at times is 
identified and supported by an external agency.

● An EHCP (Educational Health Care Plan) is a legal 
document to support the needs of a small 
percentage of children with the most complex 
needs.

Branches of SEND



An EHCP (Educational Health Care Plan) is a legal document produced by the local authority 
(in partnership with schools, professionals, parents and children) to support that small 
percentage of pupils with higher/complex needs. It needs reviewing annually (an Annual 
Review), where schools, parents and professionals review and suggest changes to be made 
if needed. 

What It Is
● The local authority’s responsibility to deliver it!
● A clear entitlement of provision for a pupil 

through targets/goals.
● A guide for teachers, SENCo’s and External 

Professionals on what this provision should 
look like.

● The majority of support/adjustments within an 
EHCP are at classroom level (Wave 1) and do not 
necessarily need specialised resources. 

What It Is Not
● Purley school focussed!
● An automatic entitlement to 1-1 daily 

support.
● Something that only the SENCo has a 

working knowledge of and provides the 
support for.

What is an EHCP?



Teachers Parents Professionals

How do we identify SEND?



Observe Communicate Assess Plan/Do Review

Processes



Observe
Building the whole picture

In school Home Range of settings



Class teacher
SENCo

Miss Medhurst

School Leaders

Communicate
Building the whole picture

Professionals

Advice or Referrals

Parents
Class Staff



External Professionals

We have partnerships with many other services to support our pupils. 

● Educational Psychologist
● Hackney Reintegration Unit (REU)
● WAMHS
● MHST
● Autism Specialist Teacher
● First Steps
● Hearing and Visual Impairment Teachers
● Various Occupational and Physiotherapists



Developmental
Milestones

Reading

Assess
Building the whole picture

Maths Social
Emotional



Assess
Building the whole picture



Reports
Building the whole picture

● CAMHS professionals who are working directly with a family may be asked to provide advice to contribute to a EHCP 
application.  

● Completed advice reports should be shared  to the named EHC Plan Co-ordinator at Hackney Education who sent the 
request for advice and to parents.

●  The advice report usually includes what the clinician has observed/ assessed within their area of expertise. This report will 
usually include advice about the child’s needs, outcomes, and provision, which are required for the EHCP application 
assessment.  

● CAMHS advice is likely to focus on emotional/social/behavioural/ mental health & well being (+ cognition and learning where 
a psychometric assessment has been completed by CAMHS). 

● CAMHS advice does not usually include recommendations for a specific school/specialist provision, transport 
arrangements, health provision outside of existing CCG contract (unless funding has been agreed), or to detail what 
another service could provide. 



METs

Plan/Do
Building the whole picture

Individual 
Curriculums/

Profiles

EHCPSReports



METs
Building the whole picture



Do



Individual Profiles
Personalised Curriculum Offer



Individual Profiles
Personalised SEMH Offer



Review
Building the whole picture



Questions?

Thank you for joining us.

If you have questions in the coming weeks, please come 
along to my drop in sessions on Mondays at 3pm! 


